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FROM THE MODERATOR

It is a time of thanksgiving. I
am sure all who attended the
Fall Gathering at Trinity,
Hendersonville are most
grateful to Second Vice
Moderator, Sue Hyde, and
everyone at Trinity who
worked so hard to make the
Gathering a success.  Sue
planned and coordinated an
outstanding program that
began with a hymn sing and
welcomes from Trinity.  It also
included an excellent review
of the Guatemalan Microloan program. Linda Abel and Ellen Dozier expanded
on Microloan joys and successes in their workshop. Carol Steele gave
participants guidance in teaching the Bible Study on Sabbath. Dot Descieux
moderated discussions on PW concerns, and Ellen Phillips gave new meaning
to “the work of our hands as Sabbath.” Trinity Moderator Diane Smelker and
her team were wonderful hosts. Everyone enjoyed the location, the facility,
delicious brunch, and lunch and, especially, the welcome from everyone at
Trinity. 
On October 21 and 22, I attended, virtually, the Synod PW Coordinating
Team.  Those at Massanetta were happy to gather for the first time since 2019.
Regina Wade, the PW Moderator for New Hope Presbytery, and I were
pleased to have a hybrid meeting so that we could take care of responsibilities
at home, and still meet. The most exciting outcome from that meeting is that
the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic is again offering a seminary scholarship of
$2500.  I represent PWNC on the Scholarship Committee. 
The colors of fall are exceptionally beautiful this year, and we are blessed to
be able to enjoy them. 
“For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God.” (Fred Pratt Green)

Corise H. Gambrell
Moderator, PW PWNC 

https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-women


2022 FALL GATHERING

A BIG “thank you” to everyone who participated in the Fall Gathering at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  I am grateful for the women (and men)
of Trinity who worked very hard to prepare the church and grounds for our
Gathering.  With the leadership of Diane Smelker, PW Moderator at Trinity PC,
and Mary Louise Forsythe, everything came together to make the day
special.   The church’s hospitality was outstanding and contributed enormously
to the success of the day.  The Feed the Kids lunch was delicious and
nutritious, too.  92 women indicated they would attend with 68 women actually
participating in this event.  17 + churches of the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina were represented.  The Workshop Leaders, The Reverend Carol
Steele, The Reverend Linda Abel, the Reverend Ellen Dozier, Dot Descieux,
and Ellen Phillips, gave us opportunities to learn more about the 2022-2023
Horizon’s Bible Study and the Guatemala Project while others were able to
share in the Front Porch Chat or try their hand in a creative way with in the
Work of our Hands as Sabbath Workshop.  I also thank Corise Gambrell who
was very supportive and helpful in the planning and implementation of the
Gathering.

Left:Carol Steele Bible Study, Right:Front Porch Chat

Please let me know of any suggestions or ideas you may have for next fall’s
Gathering.

Sue Hyde
605-880-1707
suehyde617@outlook.com

PW CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR SEMINARY STUDENTS

The Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic are offering a $2500
scholarship to seminary students who are members of a church in our synod
and attending a PCUSA seminary.  The applications are due February 1, 2023,
and the scholarship may be renewed for a second year. Click the button below
to access the application. 

CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/80a81023201/dc64561d-9e2b-4c68-bfd3-aa2618724be0.pdf?rdr=true


SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarships for Next Year
Think college. Think scholarships. Think Presbyterian Women of Western
North Carolina.

Because of increased costs of tuition PW-WNC will now offer one new
scholarship of $3000 for study at a 4-year accredited college or university each
year. This scholarship is renewable for one year.  

Are there high school seniors in your church or students who are already in
their first or second year of college?  They may be thinking of applying for
scholarships to help them achieve their goal of completing an education and
you could help them by offering information about PW Scholarships.  

Are there people in your congregation who are already in the work force and
thinking of going to college to make a career change? They may be older than
those we think of as college age but may want to pursue a degree at this time
in their life. They may also be eligible for a scholarship from the WNC
Presbyterian Women. Let them know of this opportunity, too.

Go online to https://presbyterywnc.org and click on Presbyterian Women
where you can access and download the scholarship application and
guidelines and offer this information to members of your congregation who
may be thinking about college and scholarships.  If your members are already
in college, offer this information to parents, or email students themselves and
let them know that you want to help.  They may need your reference letter
when they apply for the scholarship, too. 

Need help advertising this opportunity? Print out the attached bulletin insert
and spread the news that way. Thanks for your help.

Elizabeth Barbee
Scholarship Facilitator

PRINTABLE 2022 SCHOLARSHIP BULLETIN INSERT

PWNC'S PERIOD PROJECT

MALAWI GIRLS' PROJECT

Those of you who attended the Fall Gathering at Trinity last month heard Bobbi
White's presentation on the need for feminine hygiene products for girls at the
school in Malawi. Attached is a summary of that request. As your new Mission
Facilitator I will be available to help you acquire any needed instructions and
other information on where to obtain supplies. I will be contacting Moderators
and your Missions ladies to do this. It will take a while to decide if you can help
with this, and make your plans, so you might want to have a volunteer begin
soon. A group will be traveling to Malawi sometime in April and will take a

https://presbyterywnc.org
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shipment with them. Meantime, as you are producing pads and complete a
substantial supply, you may send or take them to the Presbytery office in
Morganton where someone will store them until they are packed up and sent.
If you want to contact Bobbi or Connie directly for supplies, etc., they have
included their info on the attached sheet.

Everyone is encouraged to take pictures for the next issue of 'Joyful Noise'.

Dot Descieux
Mission Facilitator
828/779-1164
dotdes39@gmail.com

PWNC PERIOD PROJECT
INFORMATION

GUATEMALA MICROLOAN PROJECT UPDATE: NOVEMBER 2022

Pilot Project with “Men in the Mirror” Begins in Moreli

Mateo and Kevin from MIM, and Mildre, Reyna and Flor, Adehgua staff, met together in
May to begin preparing the MIM pilot project.

In May as plans were developing to begin a new microloan group in the village
of Morelia, the opportunity arose to work in partnership with Men in the Mirror
(MIM) in this same community. 
Men in the Mirror is a 13-week curriculum for men and teenage boys written
by the Rev. Dr.  Kevin Frederick, a retired pastor of the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina. It provides participants with Biblical tools to look at their own
self concept of masculinity and to critique the predominant societal allegiance
of men to machismo masculinity. The participants reflect upon the life of Jesus
as a model for how to have healthy, caring, life-giving relationships within their
families and communities. 
 

mailto:dotdes39@gmail.com
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The Goals of MIM are to change men’s attitudes towards themselves and
women to:
·       End domestic violence
·       Improve family dynamics
·       Provide new expectations for sons and daughters
·       Create a community model for social change
·       Collaborate with other groups and expand support for men and their
families
 
After getting to know the Morelia community and its families, Mateo Gonzalez,
Guatemala coordinator for MIM, formed a MIM group of 10 men that included
some husbands of microloan participants. With support from Adehgua staff, the
MIM project began with activities to help the men know one another better,
express their needs and hopes, and enjoy time together.

Men participating in the spider web icebreaker led by Flor.

Above: Men brainstorming ideas for a joint
support project.

At right: Enjoying fellowship together at the
kick-off dinner.

We are very grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with Men in the Mirror.
May God work through this pilot project to strengthen the men, women, and
families of Morelia! 



Meet the New Microloan Group in Morelia! Please pray for these 11 women,
for their families, for the Men in the Mirror group, for their church, and their
community. Also remember the Adehgua and MIM staff. 

Alternative Giving Cards for
Christmas
These cards are a way to remember
others at Christmas and at the same
time provide opportunities for
Guatemalan women to grow in self-
esteem, hope, and freedom and to
develop sources of economic income
for themselves and their families.
A $10 minimum donation per card is
suggested. To order, contact Sandra
Teubner at steubner@charter.net.

To Contribute to the Guatemala Microloan Project, make checks payable to
PW PWNC and send to Heather Hudson, 4 Northvalley Dr., Weaverville, NC
28787

Programs Available:  Contact Ellen Dozier at ellendozier@hotmail.com to
arrange a program in 2024 for your PW group or church.
 
Follow us on Facebook: Guatemala Microloan Project for weekly updates.

For videos, stories and to make donations visit our
website: www.GuatemalaMicroloanProject.org

NEWS FROM CLUSTER C

BREVARD-DAVIDSON RIVER CELEBRATED THE THANK OFFERING BY
COMBINING THE TWO CIRCLES . SUE BARRETT LED THE BIBLE STUDY
(LESSON 4) AND COMBINED THE LESSON ON MANNA WITH THE THANK

mailto:steubner@charter.net
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OFFERING THEME.  SUE HYDE LED THE THANK OFFERING
SERVICE.  BRUNCH WAS SERVED.

BRITTAIN LADIES HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP IN
PW.  THEY DO MEET WITH THE PASTOR IN A SMALL GROUP STUDY
AND SUPPORT MANY PROJECTS IN THEIR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY. I
STILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH MARY GRADY.

FOREST CITY.. I HAVE NOT BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SHARON SINCE LAST
SPRING.  I HOPE TO GET A RESPONSE TO MY TELEPHONE CALL
AND/OR E-MAIL.  

MILLS RIVER IS CELEBRATING THE THANK OFFERING IN THEIR
CIRCLES.  THE CHUIRCH HAS HAD AN AMBITIOUS FALL WITH SPECIAL
EVENTS WHICH DRAW UPON THE WOMEN FOR PARTICIPATION.

TRINITY LADIES PROVIDED A WELCOMING FALL GATHERING SO
DECIDED TO CELEBRATE THANK OFFERING WITHIN THE CIRCLES.

TRYON HAD A THANK OFFERING EVENT IN SEPTEMBER.  IN ADDITION
TO A LUNCHEON AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS, THE PROGRAM
FEATURED THE MICROLOAN PROJECT.  MARY LOUISE FORSYTHE AND
ELLEN DOZIER DID AN EXCELLENT PRESENTATION.  SUE HYDE AND I
ATTENDED.

Ellie Mercer

NEWS FROM CLUSTER D

First Presbyterian, Gastonia
Women of the church have gotten off to a good start. It began with a Kickoff in
the fall with about 90 ladies attending. Seven circles are actively meeting with 3
Inactive circles helping in projects but not doing a Bible study. Projects within
the church as well as mission projects are being worked on by all. With a new
Senior Pastor and 3 search committees looking for the Associate Pastor, Faith
Formation Person and Youth Director in progress, we are experiencing the
usual transition problems but hopefully we will work out these out
soon.We look forward to hosting the Spring Gathering on April 22, 2023.
 
Long Creek
Lisa Moore is a new Moderator who graciously took the job when no one else
would. She is working hard to learn what she needs to do as a Moderator. It is
a small church but they're a great group of ladies learning together. I offered to
meet with her and help her in any way I can. I will continue to check with her.
 
New Hope Presbyterian
Jean Piercy is the new Moderator who is very active in her church. They are
also awaiting an interim minister soon and missing their previous
minister. Their 2 circles meet and are actively supporting the Battered
Women's Shelter of Gastonia. They provide meals quarterly and supply pillows
for all ladies as they take their pillows when they leave. As most women's
groups they stay busy doing the necessities and reach out to those in the
congregation who are unable to attend services.  

-Gloria Hickson



2022 WNC PW HISTORY REPORTS

Remember, WNC PW History Reports for 2022 are due January 31, 2023.  
Report guidelines for the PW historians can be found on the WNC PW
homepage:

https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-women

History reports should be mailed or emailed (preferred) to Teresa Carpenter or
Corise Gambrell.

HISTORIAN (2023) Teresa Carpenter (Morganton) 
1298 Bluestone Court Morganton, NC 28655 
828-443-7727
teresacarpen@aol.com 

MODERATOR (2025) Corise H. Gambrell (Montreat) 
481 North Fork Road Black Mountain, NC 28711 
828-357-5064(H) 225-978-2483 (C) 
corisegambrell@gmail.com

SPRING GATHERING 2023

We are delighted that the Reverend Margaret LaMotte Torrence will be our
speaker for the Spring Gathering, April 22, at First Presbyterian, Gastonia. The
Reverend Torrence is a graduate of Davidson and Princeton Theological
Seminary. She writes for Feasting on the Word.  She has served as  Associate
Pastor for Pastoral Care at First Presbyterian, Asheville. She was also Interim
Pastor at Black Mountain Presbyterian, and, most recently, as Interim Pastor
and Head of Staff at University Presbyterian in Chapel Hill. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Completed Mission Pledge forms due ASAP

December 10, 2022 - Thank Offering due to Presbytery PW Treasurer

December 31, 2022 - Faith Fund Applications due to Presbytery PW Treasurer

April 22, 2023 - Spring Gathering at First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia

June 8-11, 2023 - Synod Summer Gathering at Massanetta Conference
Center

August 8-11, 2024 - Churchwide Gathering Of Presbyterian Women in St.
Louis, Missouri

https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-women
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Click on the PW icon to visit the
Presbytery of Western North

Carolina's Presbyterian Women's
page

EMAIL BETH TAYLOR

mailto:beth@hickoryfpc.org

